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7 June 2023

This is the regular bulletin the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) sends out, updating you on the latest government guidance, advice, communications products and important topics of interest for local government. 
Subscribe or unsubscribe to this email here: https://bit.ly/2Xz9fM3 Alternatively, you can email LGengagement@levellingup.gov.uk.

Local government updates

Local Authority Housing Fund: Round 2 prospectus and guidance
Today (7 June), DLUHC published the prospectus and guidance for the £250 million second round of the Local Authority Housing Fund (LAHF) announced in March 2023 that will run until March 2024. 
LAHF is an innovative capital fund that supports councils in England to obtain housing for those who are unable to find settled accommodation on resettlement schemes. 
The prospectus and guidance published today does not apply to the first round of the LAHF (£500 million) announced in December 2022. 

First Heat-Health Alert of the year issued
The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and the Met Office have today (7 June) issued the first Heat-Health Alert (HHA) of the year for East Midlands, East of England, London, South East, South West and West Midlands. 
The alert is currently in place from 9:00am on 9 June to 9:00am on 12 June, and if current forecasted temperatures are reached it is likely that there could be some impacts across the health and social care sector. 
Under the Heat-Health Alerting system introduced last week (1 June), a yellow alert means that impacts include the increased use of health care services by vulnerable populations and an increase in risk to health for individuals over the age of 65 or those with pre-existing health conditions. There is also the potential for indoor environments, including health and care settings, to become very warm. 
Councils are encouraged to subscribe to the Heat-health Alert and Cold-Health Alert services operated by the Met Office and UKHSA. 

Draft regulations on EU Citizens’ Voting and Candidacy Rights
Today (7 June), the government published draft secondary legislation which will implement changes made to EU Citizens’ Voting and Candidacy Rights by the Elections Act 2022. 
This centres on updating EU Citizens’ rights in local elections to reflect the outcome of the 2016 EU Referendum. It includes the removal of the automatic right that most EU citizens have to vote and stand in local elections in the UK, replacing it with the principle of a mutual grant of rights through agreements with EU Member States. It also ensures the government’s commitment to respect the rights of those EU citizens who chose to make the UK their home before 31 December 2020 still stands. A draft Explanatory memorandum is published alongside the draft Regulations. 
For questions on the draft secondary legislation, please contact EIPBusinessChange@levellingup.gov.uk 
Written ministerial statement:
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-06-07/hcws830 

Rogue business rates agents
The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) is today (7 June) urging businesses to protect themselves from rogue business rates agents. 
New rateable values for business properties came into effect in April 2023. Councils used these new values to calculate business rates bills. 
Businesses can challenge their valuation if they think it’s incorrect and can use a rating agent do this. The vast majority of agents are reputable and provide a good service. But some rogue agents submit inaccurate information. This could result in penalties or increased rates bills for businesses. 
Businesses can manage their own business rates by creating a Business Rates Valuation Account on GOV.​UK. The VOA has produced a checklist to help businesses if they want to use a business rates agent. Businesses are encouraged to visit GOV.​UK for more advice on how to choose a reputable agent. 
Councils are encouraged to share this information with businesses in their area. 

Consultation on the Infrastructure Levy – closes this week
On 17 March, DLUHC published a consultation on the design of a new infrastructure levy to be paid by developers to fund affordable housing and local infrastructure such as GP surgeries, transport links and schools. 
The levy is a reform to the existing system of developer contributions – Section 106 planning obligations and the Community Infrastructure Levy – in England. 
The consultation will inform the design of the levy and of regulations that will set out its operation in detail. A further consultation on the drafting of those regulations will be published in due course. 
Alongside this publication is a report on an earlier design of the levy, commissioned by DLUHC. 
The consultation closes at 11:45pm on 9 June. If you have any questions, please contact: InfrastructureLevyConsultation@levellingup.gov.uk 

Funding to support rollout of quality skills training
The Department for Education has today (7 June) announced a £48 million skills injection fund to increase the rollout of Higher Technical Qualifications (HTQs). 
HTQs are technical courses at levels four and five which equip students with higher-level skills needed to secure well-paying jobs, such as software developer or construction site supervisor. The funding will allow colleges and other providers to deliver more HTQs by funding specialist equipment, facilities, and upskilling staff. 
More than 40 schools and colleges will also receive a share of £140 million to transform their facilities to meet demographic increases in young people aged 16 to 19. This could include building more classroom space or technical teaching facilities. 
If you have any questions, please contact: team.highertechnicaleducation@education.gov.uk. 
Announcement:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-funding-boost-to-support-rollout-of-quality-skills-training 

Loneliness Awareness Week toolkit
Loneliness Awareness Week is an annual event hosted by Marmalade Trust and this year it will run from 12 – 18 June. Marmalade Trust is a UK loneliness charity. 
The Loneliness campaign, as part of Better Health – Every Mind Matters, looks to reduce the stigma around loneliness and encourage people to talk more openly about it. Every year, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) supports the week to raise awareness and build a national conversation about loneliness. 
DCMS’s campaign this year is focused on encouraging young people to lift someone out of loneliness. DCMS has produced a toolkit on the campaign to help councils promote this message locally. 

Pension Credit Week of Action next week
The Department for Work and Pensions’ (DWP) Pension Credit Week of Action will take place next week from 12 to 16 June to encourage pensioners to check their eligibility for Pension Credit. 
The DWP has made available an online Pension Credit calculator, which state pensioners are advised to use to check how much they may be eligible to claim. 
The DWP has recently updated their Pension Credit toolkit that contains guidance, social media resources and other materials, which councils are free to use to promote the message locally. 
The toolkit is designed to provide some ideas and guidance for organisations wishing to encourage pensioners they have dealings with to claim Pension Credit where they might be entitled. 
Councils are encouraged to share this information as appropriate. 

Guidance to support digital transformation of social care – reminder
On 17 May, the Department for Health and Social Care published frameworks on ‘What Good Looks Like’ and ‘Digital Skills’ that will help staff, providers and councils to support digital transformation of social care. 
The frameworks will support social care employers to equip their staff with the skills required to benefit from new technologies and improve patient care, as well as provide staff with career development opportunities. 
Frameworks:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/digital-working-in-adult-social-care-what-good-looks-like/digital-working-in-adult-social-care-what-good-looks-like-for-local-authorities-and-care-providers 
https://www.digitalsocialcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Skills-Framework-Final.pdf 

Where to find the latest information and guidance 

Ukraine
	1. Guidance for councils:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homes-for-ukraine-council-guides
1. Guidance for sponsors: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homes-for-ukraine-sponsor-guides 
1. Guidance for guests: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-guests 


Coronavirus
	1. Guidance for councils and LRFs during the coronavirus outbreak: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-local-government
1. Latest information on coronavirus:  
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
1. Coronavirus communication materials:
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/
1. FAQ from the Cabinet Office: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
1. COVID-19 Response: Living with COVID-19:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19
1. Coronavirus cases:
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
1. Previous Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) Coronavirus Bulletins:
https://bit.ly/3iC2Pnz


EU transition
	1. Latest information on transition:
https://www.gov.uk/transition
1. Collection of guidance for local councils:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-government-and-the-eu
1. To sign up to.GOV email updates:
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications/email-signup?related_to_brexit



For information purposes, previous Local Government Bulletins are available to view and download. Please be aware that guidance is updated frequently. To view and download: https://bit.ly/3iC2Pnz
Subscribe or unsubscribe by emailing us at LGEngagement@levellingup.gov.uk
If you feel there is a gap in information that you want us to assist you with, or any other feedback please contact us at LGengagement@levellingup.gov.uk
Read our Privacy Notice here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18C0YKAqlEV15huO8ByLMQd2oUGYnxruw/view?usp=share_link
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